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Dhaka seeks more oil,
fertilisers from India

Bangladesh foreign minister in New

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi, 8 April

During his two-day visit to New
Delhi, Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Khalilur Rahman met
External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankar and Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Wednesday. He
also met National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval as the two
countries set out to mend
bilateral ties.

During the discussion, Jai-
shankar said that visas for
Bangladeshi citizens, especially
medical and business visas,
would be eased in the coming
weeks, according to the Bangla-
desh High Commission.
Rahman thanked Petroleum
Minister Puri for India's recent
diesel supply to Bangladesh. He
also requested an increase in
the volume of diesel and ferti-

its shipments, especially tex-
tiles, levied in recent months

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar (right) with
Bangladesh Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman duringa
meeting in New Delhi on Wednesday

Delhi, meets Jaishankar, Puri, Doval

her home minister Asaduzza-
man Khan Kamal to Bangla-
desh since they have been
given the death penalty by the
International Crimes Tribunal.

During his meeting with
Khalilur Rahman and Kabir,
Foreign Minister Jaishankar
reiterated India's desire to
engage constructively with the
new government in Bangla-
desh and further strengthen
bilateral ties.

The Tarique Rahman-led
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
took office on February 17, with
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
attending the oath-taking cer-
emony. The twosides agreed to
explore proposals for deepen-
ing the partnership through
the relevant bilateral mechan-
isms. Follow-on official meet-
ings are expected to take place
atan early date, the Ministry of
External Affairs said.

PHOTO: PTI

over dinner. On Wednesday,
Bangladesh EAM Rahman and
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liser supplies to Bangladesh.
The two sides resolved to
accept the reality of the chal-
lenges confronting them as
immediate neighbours who
share history, borders and
water. It was agreed to set aside
irritants, such as the extradi-
tion of Sheikh Hasina, former
prime minister of Bangladesh,
and to strengthen trade and
investment ties. Dhaka is keen
on having more investment in
Bangladesh from India’s public
and private sectoraswell asthe
revival of projects that were
stalled after Hasina’s ouster.
Dhaka is also seeking the
reversal of increased tariffs on

atIndia’sinland ports. The two
sides are discussing the possi-
bility of Bangladesh PM
Tarique Rahman’s visit to
India soon. Given the senti-
ments in Bangladesh, if not for
his maiden bilateral visit
abroad, Bangladesh’s PM
could travel to India after
paying a visit to Dhaka’s other
smaller allies or neighbours.
Khalilur Rahmanlanded in
New Delhi on Tuesday. He was
accompanied by Humayun
Kabir, Adviser on Foreign
Affairstothe Prime Minister of
Bangladesh. The Bangladesh
Foreign Minister met NSA
Doval on Tuesday evening

Kabir met Jaishankar and Puri
and discussed trade relations
as well as energy supplies.
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to India, Riaz Hamidul-
lah, was also present during
the meetings.

The visit was described by
the Bangladeshi side as a
“signal” and “desire” to mend
ties, which plummeted during
the 18-month tenure of the
Muhammad Yunus-led
interim government, which
took over after Hasina’s ouster
in August 2024.

The Bangladeshi side reit-
erated its request to extradite
former PM Sheikh Hasina and

The BNP government led
by Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman would pursue its for-
eign policy in accordance with
the principle of 'Bangladesh
First' and on the basis of
mutual trust and respect and
reciprocal benefit, the Bangla-
deshi Foreign Minister said.

He thanked the Indian
government for apprehend-
ing the suspected killers of
student leader Osman Hadi,
and the two sides agreed that
the arrested men would be
sent back to Bangladesh in
accordance with the proce-
dures laid out in the bilateral
extradition treaty.
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SPECIAL WINDOW FOR TRANSFER AND DEMATERIALISATION OF PHYSICAL SECURITIES

In accordance with SEBI circular no. SEBI/HO/38/13/11(2)2026-MIRSD-POD/I/3750/2026 dated
January 30, 2026, shareholders of Gokak Textiles Limited are hereby informed that a special window
has been opened for period of one year from February 05, 2026, to February 04, 2027, for transfer
and dematerialisation of physical securities which were sold/purchased prior to April 01, 2019.

This special window shall be available for transfer and dematerialisation of physical securities which
were sold/purchased prior to April 01, 2019 and such transfer requests which were submitted earlier
and were rejected/returned/not attended to due to deficiency in the documents/process/or otherwise.

The securities so transferred shall be mandatorily credited to the transferee only in demat mode and
shall be under lock-in for a period of one year from the date of registration of - transfer. Such securities
shallnot be transferred/lien-marked/pledged during the said lock-in period.

Eligible shareholders may submit their request along with the requisite documents to the Company’s

Registrar and Share Transfer Agent (RTA) M/s MUFG Intime India Private Limited (Formerly known as

Link Intime India Private Limited), C 101, Embassy 247, L.B.S Marg, Vikhroli (West) Mumbai - 400083
or email to investor.helpdesk@in.mpms.mufg.com

For Gokak Textiles Limited

Sd/-

Rakesh M. Nanwani

Bengaluru, April 08, 2026 Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

LLOYDS METALS AND ENERGY LIMITED

Regd. Office: Plot No. A 1-2, MIDC Area, Ghugus, Chandrapur, Maharashtra, 442505
Corp. Office: A-2, 2™ Floor, Madhu Estate, Pandurang Budhkar Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400013
CIN: L40300MH1977PLC019594
Phone: +91 22 6291 8111 + Website: www.lloyds.in + Email: investor@lloyds.in

NOTICE TO MEMBERS
SECOND 100-DAY CAMPAIGN - “SAKSHAM NIVESHAK”
DON'T DELAY, CLAIM TODAY!

In continuation of the Saksham Niveshak Campaign launched by Lloyds Metals and Energy Limited
(‘the Company”) from 28" July, 2025 to 6" November, 2025, in accordance with the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (“MCA”) Notification (E-File No. 30/06/2025-IEPFA) dated 16™ July, 2025, the
Company has relaunched the second phase of the campaign for a further 100 days, from 1%t April,
2026 to 9™ July, 2026, pursuant to MCA communication dated 27" March, 2026. This initiative aims
to facilitate KYC updation and provide other related shareholder services, thereby enhancing investor
engagement and preventing the transfer of unpaid or unclaimed dividends to the Investor Education
and Protection Fund (“IEPF”).

The Company is pleased to participate in this initiative, which aims to proactively engage with Members
and assist them in updating their records (such as KYC details, bank mandates, nominations, contact
details, etc.) and in claiming their rightful entitements.

This campaign is especially beneficial for Members who:
Have not claimed their dividend(s)

. Have not updated their KYC details

i bank

Have any other issues related to unclaimed dividends or shares

Have not regi: or contact details

Members holding shares in dematerialized mode are requested to approach their respective Depository
Participants (DPs) for updating their records. Members holding shares in physical mode may contact
the Company’s Registrar and Transfer Agent (RTA) at the below address:

Bigshare Services Private Limited
Office No. S6-2, 6th Floor, Pinnacle Business Park,
Next to Ahura Centre, Mahakali Caves Road,
Andheri (East), Mumbai — 400093
Email: investor@bigshareonline.com
Phone: 022-62638200
The requisite forms and detailed guidance are available on the Company’s website www.lloyds.in.
Members are encouraged to take timely action to update their details and claim unpaid/unclaimed
dividends. This will help avoid transfer of such shares and dividends to the IEPF, in accordance with
the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013.
For Lloyds Metals and Energy Limited
Sd/-
Akshay Vora
Company Secretary
Membership No.: ACS43122

Date: 8" April, 2026
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April 9 polls: A
look at candidate
demographics

SNEHA SASIKUMAR

Assembly elections in Assam (126 seats),
Kerala (140 seats), and Puducherry (30
seats) will be held in a single phase on
April 9. But beyond the manifestos and
campaign promises lies a question worth
asking: Who exactly are the candidates
seeking votes for the next five years?

Youth barely in poll fray

Polling officials board a boat
on the Brahmaputra river to
reach polling stations, in
Assam on Wednesday

Young candidates account for less than 6 per cent of the total, with most
contestants concentrated in the 41-60 age group.

Age-wise candidates (in %*)
Age group (years) m 25-30 m 31-40

41-50 mm 51-60

61-70 ~ 71-80 m 81-85

Assam 5,y BSNNETRT e/ 2853 | 125
521
i
Kerala 255 FESN 2642 3117 Lo
Puducherry 412 RIRELUCIAN 36.43 2027 309

*Total won't add to 100 as figures have been rounded off

Education level of

Educated

Sources: ADR, BS calculations

candidates (in %)

candidates on Educationlevel ~ Assam | Kerala ' Puducherry
Illiterate 0 012 137
the grqund Literate 0.42 0.81 0.69
l'\e";’:ttscjcr(‘)dr:gg'ﬁss holdat  1oth pass 524 2538 1924
qualifications, Assam Graduate 2936 1657  16.84
leads in graduate Graduate 6.79 13.89 14.09
representation, with a professional
nearly 30 per centshare.  postGraduate 1537 ~ 1356  14.09
Kerala, despite high Doctorate 166 197 103
literacy, has candidates i
who passed only Class 10,  Diploma 166 31 8.59

Puducherry leads in affluence

Sources: ADR, BS calculations

Puducherry leads in wealthy candidates, Assam shows an even spread, and

Kerala is dominated by candidates with assets
Share of wealth among candidates (in %)

Wealth category m I5cr &above m2cr-35cr
= 10 lakh-350 lakh Below %10 lakh

below X2 crore.

350 lakh-32 cr

25 19.9 2
Assam Kerala Puducherry
24 35.6 22

Source: ADR

Kerala tOpS list Candidates with criminal cases (in %)
of contenders mAssam HKerala © Puducherry

. o o 18
facing criminal  ational parties 5
charges s 7
Kerala has the highest State parties
share of candidates 19

with criminal cases,

9

particularly among Registered B

state parties. unrecognised parties 3

f‘ToﬁaI will not add to 100 10

In all cases as some

figures have been Independents 14

excluded and rounded off 16 Source: ADR

Kerala, Assam,
Puducherry
to vote today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 8 April

Kerala is all set for a crucial Assembly elec-
tion on Thursday, with 27.1 million voters
poised to cast their votesin a decisive contest
that will test the ruling Left Democratic
Front’s (LDF) bid for a third consecutive
term, the Opposition United Democratic
Front’s (UDF) comeback prospects, and the
National Democratic Alliance’s (NDA'S)
push to open its account in the state.

After nearly amonth of intense campaig-
ning, the southern state will go tothe pollsin
asingle phase, with voting to be held from 7
am to 6 pm across all 140 constituencies
where 883 candidates are in the fray.

The electorate comprises 13.2 million
men, 13.9 million women and 273 trans-
gender persons, along with over 242,000
overseas voters, underlining the scale of the
electoral exercise, according to Election
Commission figures.

The contest, though triangular, is rooted
in Kerala’s traditionally bipolar political
landscape, where power has largely alter-
nated between the LDF and the UDF.

The outcome of thiselection will indicate
whether that pattern holds or if the state is
headed towards a shift.

Led by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
the Left Front has foregrounded its 10-year
governance record, highlighting infrastruc-
ture development, welfare schemes and
crisis management. The UDF has also
attempted tosharpen its political messaging
by alleging an understanding between the
CPI(M) and the BJP, while accusing the Left
of links with outfits like the SDPI, the politi-
cal arm of the banned Islamist outfit Popular
Front of India (PFI).

In Assam, more than 150,000 security
personnel have been deployed as part of
arrangements for Thursday's polling in
Assam that will decide the fate of 722 can-
didates hoping to enter the 126-member
state Assembly.

Officials said 31,940 polling stations have
beensetupin 35districts for the single-phase
polling. Micro-observers have been deputed
in sensitive polling stations.

The results will be declared on May 4.

While most personnel set out for the pol-
ling stations on Wednesday morning, those
deployed in remote areas such as Karbi
Anglong and Dima Hasao districts left on
Tuesday itself, Chief Electoral Officer
Anurag Goel said.

As many as 25 million electorate, which
comprises 12.5 million men, 12.5 million
women and 318 from the transgender com-
munity, will decide the fate of the 722 candi-
dates in the fray. Among the electorate,
63,423 are service voters, 642,314 votersarein
the age group of 18-19 years, 250,006 are
above 80 years of age, and 205,085 are per-
sonswith disabilities.In Puducherry, around
950,000 voters will decide the electoral fate
of 294 candidates in the Assembly elections
on April 9 and all arrangements have been
made for smooth conduct of polls, CEO P
Jawahar said on Wednesday.

The polling will begin at 7 am in Pudu-
cherry and its enclaves of Karaikal, Mahe
and Yanam, which together have 30 Assem-
bly seats. The union territory has 1,099 pol-
ling stations and of them 209 have been
identified as vulnerable.
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Dhaka seeks more oil,
fertilisers from India

Bangladesh foreign minister in New Delhi, meets Jaishankar, Puri, Doval

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi, 8 April

During his two-day visit to New
Delhi, Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Khalilur Rahman met
External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankar and Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Wednesday. He
also met National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval as the two
countries set out to mend
bilateral ties.

During the discussion, Jai-
shankar said that visas for
Bangladeshi citizens, especially
medical and business visas,
would be eased in the coming
weeks, according to the Bangla-

her home minister Asaduzza-
man Khan Kamal to Bangla-
desh since they have been
given the death penalty by the
International Crimes Tribunal.

During his meeting with
Khalilur Rahman and Kabir,
Foreign Minister Jaishankar
reiterated India's desire to
engage constructively with the
new government in Bangla-
desh and further strengthen
bilateral ties.

The Tarique Rahman-led
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
took office on February 17, with
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
attending the oath-taking cer-
i emony. The twosides agreed to
- explore proposals for deepen-
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(SI) of Security Gadgets such as Fire Alarm, Burglar Alarm, CCTV
system etc. forempanelment with the Bank for a period of 3 years.
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LLOYDS METALS AND ENERGY LIMITED

Regd. Office: Plot No. A 1-2, MIDC Area, Ghugus, Chandrapur, Maharashtra, 442505
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS
SECOND 100-DAY CAMPAIGN - “SAKSHAM NIVESHAK”

DON'T DELAY, CLAIM TODAY!

In continuation of the Saksham Niveshak Campaign launched by Lloyds Metals and Energy Limited
(‘the Company”) from 28" July, 2025 to 6" November, 2025, in accordance with the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (“MCA”) Notification (E-File No. 30/06/2025-IEPFA) dated 16™ July, 2025, the
Company has relaunched the second phase of the campaign for a further 100 days, from 1%t April,
2026 to 9™ July, 2026, pursuant to MCA communication dated 27" March, 2026. This initiative aims
to facilitate KYC updation and provide other related shareholder services, thereby enhancing investor

desh High Commission.
Rahman thanked Petroleum
Minister Puri for India's recent
diesel supply to Bangladesh. He
also requested an increase in
the volume of diesel and ferti-
liser supplies to Bangladesh.
The two sides resolved to
accept the reality of the chal-
lenges confronting them as
immediate neighbours who
share history, borders and
water. It was agreed to set aside
irritants, such as the extradi-
tion of Sheikh Hasina, former
prime minister of Bangladesh,
and to strengthen trade and
investment ties. Dhaka is keen
on having more investment in
Bangladesh from India’s public
and private sector aswell asthe
revival of projects that were
stalled after Hasina’s ouster.
Dhaka is also seeking the
reversal of increased tariffs on

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar (right) with
Bangladesh Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman duringa

meeting in New Delhi on Wednesday

its shipments, especially tex-
tiles, levied in recent months
atIndia’sinland ports. The two
sides are discussing the possi-
bility of Bangladesh PM
Tarique Rahman’s visit to
India soon. Given the senti-
ments in Bangladesh, if not for
his maiden bilateral visit
abroad, Bangladesh’s PM
could travel to India after
paying a visit to Dhaka’s other
smaller allies or neighbours.
Khalilur Rahmanlanded in
New Delhi on Tuesday. He was
accompanied by Humayun
Kabir, Adviser on Foreign
Affairstothe Prime Minister of
Bangladesh. The Bangladesh
Foreign Minister met NSA
Doval on Tuesday evening

PHOTO: PTI

over dinner. On Wednesday,
Bangladesh EAM Rahman and
Kabir met Jaishankar and Puri
and discussed trade relations
as well as energy supplies.
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to India, Riaz Hamidul-
lah, was also present during
the meetings.

The visit was described by
the Bangladeshi side as a
“signal” and “desire” to mend
ties, which plummeted during
the 18-month tenure of the
Muhammad Yunus-led
interim government, which
took over after Hasina’s ouster
in August 2024.

The Bangladeshi side reit-
erated its request to extradite
former PM Sheikh Hasina and

ing the partnership through
the relevant bilateral mechan-
isms. Follow-on official meet-
ings are expected to take place
atan early date, the Ministry of
External Affairs said.

The BNP government led
by Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman would pursue its for-
eign policy in accordance with
the principle of 'Bangladesh
First' and on the basis of
mutual trust and respect and
reciprocal benefit, the Bangla-
deshi Foreign Minister said.

He thanked the Indian
government for apprehend-
ing the suspected killers of
student leader Osman Hadi,
and the two sides agreed that
the arrested men would be
sent back to Bangladesh in
accordance with the proce-
dures laid out in the bilateral
extradition treaty.
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SPECIAL WINDOW FOR TRANSFER AND DEMATERIALISATION OF PHYSICAL SECURITIES

In accordance with SEBI circular no. SEBI/HO/38/13/11(2)2026-MIRSD-POD/I/3750/2026 dated
January 30, 2026, shareholders of Gokak Textiles Limited are hereby informed that a special window
has been opened for period of one year from February 05, 2026, to February 04, 2027, for transfer
and dematerialisation of physical securities which were sold/purchased prior to April 01, 2019.

This special window shall be available for transfer and dematerialisation of physical securities which
were sold/purchased prior to April 01, 2019 and such transfer requests which were submitted earlier
and were rejected/returned/not attended to due to deficiency in the documents/process/or otherwise.

The securities so transferred shall be mandatorily credited to the transferee only in demat mode and
shall be under lock-in for a period of one year from the date of registration of - transfer. Such securities
shallnot be transferred/lien-marked/pledged during the said lock-in period.

Eligible shareholders may submit their request along with the requisite documents to the Company’s

Registrar and Share Transfer Agent (RTA) M/s MUFG Intime India Private Limited (Formerly known as

Link Intime India Private Limited), C 101, Embassy 247, L.B.S Marg, Vikhroli (West) Mumbai - 400083
or email to investor.helpdesk@in.mpms.mufg.com

For Gokak Textiles Limited

Sd/-

Rakesh M. Nanwani

Bengaluru, April 08, 2026 Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

engagement and preventing the transfer of unpaid or unclaimed dividends to the Investor Education
and Protection Fund (“IEPF”).

The Company is pleased to participate in this initiative, which aims to proactively engage with Members
and assist them in updating their records (such as KYC details, bank mandates, nominations, contact
details, etc.) and in claiming their rightful entitlements.

This campaign is especially beneficial for Members who:
Have not claimed their dividend(s)

. Have not updated their KYC details

i bank d

Have any other issues related to unclaimed dividends or shares

Members holding shares in dematerialized mode are requested to approach their respective Depository
Participants (DPs) for updating their records. Members holding shares in physical mode may contact
the Company’s Registrar and Transfer Agent (RTA) at the below address:

Have not regi: or contact details

Bigshare Services Private Limited
Office No. S6-2, 6th Floor, Pinnacle Business Park,
Next to Ahura Centre, Mahakali Caves Road,
Andheri (East), Mumbai — 400093
Email: investor@bigshareonline.com
Phone: 022-62638200
The requisite forms and detailed guidance are available on the Company’s website www.lloyds.in.
Members are encouraged to take timely action to update their details and claim unpaid/unclaimed
dividends. This will help avoid transfer of such shares and dividends to the IEPF, in accordance with
the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013.
For Lloyds Metals and Energy Limited
Sd/-
Akshay Vora
Company Secretary

Date: 8" April, 2026 Membership No.: ACS43122
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April 9 polls: A
look at candidate
demographics

SNEHA SASIKUMAR

Assembly elections in Assam (126 seats),
Kerala (140 seats), and Puducherry (30
seats) will be held in a single phase on
April 9. But beyond the manifestos and
campaign promises lies a question worth
asking: Who exactly are the candidates
seeking votes for the next five years?

Youth barely in poll fray

Polling officials board a boat
on the Brahmaputra river to
reach polling stations, in
Assam on Wednesday

Young candidates account for less than 6 per cent of the total, with most
contestants concentrated in the 41-60 age group.

Age-wise candidates (in %*)
Age group (years) m 25-30 = 31-40

41-50 = 51-60 m 61-70

71-80 m 81-85

Assam 5.5y BORTRY) ci7BN 2853 | 1440 [EFE
521
Kerala 13.67 L) 3117 2074 1K bo

36.43

*Total won't add to 100 as figures have been rounded off

Educated

20.27 (P -3.09

Sources: ADR, BS calculations

Education level of candidates (in %)

candidates on Educationlevel ~Assam | Kerala = Puducherry
Illiterate 0 0.12 137
the g rqund Literate 0.42 0.81 0.69
{\e/lssgsc;cr;dr:ggtss holdat  1oth pass 524 2538 192
qualifications, Assam Graduate 2936 1657  16.84
leads in graduate Graduate 6.79 13.89 14.09
representation, with a professional
nearly 30 per centshare.  PostGraduate 1537 =~ 1356  14.09
Kerala, despite high Doctorate 166 197 103
literacy, has candidates i
who passed only Class 10,  Diploma 166 31 8.59

Puducherry leads in affluence

Sources: ADR, BS calculations

Puducherry leads in wealthy candidates, Assam shows an even spread, and
Kerala is dominated by candidates with assets below X2 crore.

Share of wealth among candidates (in %)

Wealth category m I5cr &above m2cr-35cr
= 10 lakh-350 lakh Below %10 lakh

350 lakh-R2 cr

19.9 22
Assam Kerala Puducherry
24 35.6 22

Source: ADR
Kerala tOpS list Candidates with criminal cases (in %)
mAssam mKerala © Puducherr
of contenders P
facing criminal  national parties 5
charges o
Kerala has the highest State parties
share of candidates 19
with criminal cases, ) 9
particularly among Registered 0
state parties. unrecognised parties 3
f‘ToltlaI will not add to 100 10
e oome ndependents N 14
excluded and rounded off 16 Source: ADR

Kerala, Assam,
Puducherry
to vote today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 8 April

Kerala is all set for a crucial Assembly elec-
tion on Thursday, with 27.1 million voters
poised to cast their votes in a decisive contest
that will test the ruling Left Democratic
Front’s (LDF) bid for a third consecutive
term, the Opposition United Democratic
Front’s (UDF) comeback prospects, and the
National Democratic Alliance’s (NDAS)
push to open itsaccount in the state.

After nearly amonth of intense campaig-
ning, the southern state will go tothe pollsin
asingle phase, with voting to be held from 7
am to 6 pm across all 140 constituencies
where 883 candidates are in the fray.

The electorate comprises 13.2 million
men, 13.9 million women and 273 trans-
gender persons, along with over 242,000
overseas voters, underlining the scale of the
electoral exercise, according to Election
Commission figures.

The contest, though triangular, is rooted
in Kerala’s traditionally bipolar political
landscape, where power has largely alter-
nated between the LDF and the UDF.

The outcome of thiselection will indicate
whether that pattern holds or if the state is
headed towards a shift.

Led by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
the Left Front has foregrounded its 10-year
governance record, highlighting infrastruc-
ture development, welfare schemes and
crisis management. The UDF has also
attempted tosharpen its political messaging
by alleging an understanding between the
CPI(M) and the BJP, while accusing the Left
of links with outfits like the SDPI, the politi-
cal arm of the banned Islamist outfit Popular
Front of India (PFI).

In Assam, more than 150,000 security
personnel have been deployed as part of
arrangements for Thursday's polling in
Assam that will decide the fate of 722 can-
didates hoping to enter the 126-member
state Assembly.

Officials said 31,940 polling stations have
beensetupin35districts for the single-phase
polling. Micro-observers have been deputed
in sensitive polling stations.

The results will be declared on May 4.

While most personnel set out for the pol-
ling stations on Wednesday morning, those
deployed in remote areas such as Karbi
Anglong and Dima Hasao districts left on
Tuesday itself, Chief Electoral Officer
Anurag Goel said.

As many as 25 million electorate, which
comprises 12.5 million men, 12.5 million
women and 318 from the transgender com-
munity, will decide the fate of the 722 candi-
dates in the fray. Among the electorate,
63,423 are service voters, 642,314 votersare in
the age group of 18-19 years, 250,006 are
above 80 years of age, and 205,085 are per-
sons with disabilities.In Puducherry, around
950,000 voters will decide the electoral fate
of 294 candidates in the Assembly elections
on April 9 and all arrangements have been
made for smooth conduct of polls, CEO P
Jawahar said on Wednesday.

The polling will begin at 7 am in Pudu-
cherry and its enclaves of Karaikal, Mahe
and Yanam, which together have 30 Assem-
bly seats. The union territory has 1,099 pol-
ling stations and of them 209 have been
identified as vulnerable.
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